EMERGENCY! WHERE'S THE
FIRE EXTINGUISHER?
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As you walk toward the maintenance shop, you smell something burning and see light gray
smoke coming from the window. You run into the shop and find the contents of the plastic
trashcan burning. What will you do? What is burning in the trashcan? Where is the closest fire
extinguisher? What type of extinguisher is it? Is the fire too big for you to put out? Do you even
need a fire extinguisher? Are there people in the shop that should be warned of the danger?
These are questions that should be going through your mind as you assess the situation you
have found. Do you know where the closest fire extinguisher is right now? What type is it? Can
you use it on grease or gasoline fires? Why or why not? Is the extinguisher behind a glass door
that needs to be broken? Can you break it bare handed (or should you even try)?
The vast majority of portable, hand held fire extinguishers are loaded with a dry chemical
powder that will extinguish the majority of fires you might encounter in your daily
environment. This powder is not toxic but will make you sneeze and cough if you inhale it. (It
tastes like sodium bicarbonate, which is its base powder.) This powder will extinguish Class "A",
"B", and "C" fires.
Class "A" fires involve material such as paper, plastic, wood and other common combustibles.
Class "B" fires involve grease, oil or gasoline. Dry chemical extinguishers will work, but these
fires can be harder to extinguish and should be approached with extreme caution.
Class "C" fires involve burning electrical motors or transformer. This type of fire changes from
"C" to Class "A" or "B" as soon as the power is cut off (or shorts out). Dry chemical can be used
here also because it will not conduct electricity and will put out "A" or "B" type fires.
A dry chemical extinguisher works like most spray paint, hair spray, or shaving cream cans ‐ it
does not need to be turned upside down to use it. When a fire emergency calls for its use,
remember to sweep the extinguisher's nozzle back‐and‐forth at what is burning‐‐not at the
flames or smoke. The goal is to put a "barrier" between the fuel and the surrounding oxygen.
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Don't empty the extinguisher onto the burned item after the flames are gone. The fire might
flare back up and you would be left without any extinguishing powder if it should "re‐kindle" or
"re‐ignite."
Prior to starting to battle the fire, designate someone to call the fire department. Fire fighters
are paid to put the fire out; they know what to do and what to look for‐‐even after you think
you have doused it. There have been deaths from fires that were supposedly extinguished, but
came back to life hours later.
Know where the general use fire extinguishers are throughout your facility or work area. Don't
hang your coat over them, or stack material in front of them. Extinguishers are never needed
until they are needed NOW. Keeping them easily visible and easily accessible at all times helps
ensure that when a fire emergency occurs, a fire extinguisher can be easily and quickly reached.
And remember‐extinguishers are made for relatively small fires. If the fire is too big or moving
too fast to control, hold others away and wait for the Fire Department.
Safety Recommendations:
Job Specific Topics:
M.S.D.S Reviewed:
List of Attendees

5300 SW Meadows Road - Suite 300 - Lake Oswego, Oregon 97035
Phone 503 968-6300
www.empirepac.com
Fax 503 968-6305
Courtesy of TOOLBOXTOPICS.COM

